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1047 July 26, 1907 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Report from Manila — Varioloid — Inspection of vessel — Improved 
public health conditions in the islands. 

Chief Quarantine Officer Heiser reports, June 13 : 

Week ended June 9, 1907. One case of varioloid. 

Public health in the Philippine Islands. — The full effect of the 
sanitary reforms which have been persistently carried out during 
the past few years is beginning to be felt in a most concrete and 
substantial manner. The islands have been entirely free of plague 
since April, 1906, and cholera has disappeared throughout the entire 
archipelago. There has not been a single death from smallpox in 
the city of Manila during the entire year. There has been the most 
marked reduction in the mortality of the city of Manila. The solu- 
tion of the leprosy problem has passed from the theoretical to the 
practical stage. Two years ago it was estimated that there were 
about 4,000 lepers in the islands. To-day the number has been 
reduced to 2,895, which shows that the policy of segregation is ac- 
complishing the eradication of the disease much more rapidly even 
than was anticipated. 

If the present satisfactory conditions continue the discontinuance 
of the quarantine inspection of interisland vessels will be strongly 
recommended. The number of cases of dysentery among Americans 
is being steadily reduced as the rules of prophylaxis for this disease 
are becoming better understood. Systematic vaccination has been 
practiced. In the provinces in which heretofore about 6,000 deaths 
have occurred annually from smallpox there has not been one death 
from this disease reported during the past year. The work of in- 
troducing artesian wells is being pushed forward rapidly, and many 
towns in the provinces are already using artesian water exclusively. 

Vessels were granted consular bills of health as follows: On June 
7 the American steamship Mauban, with 48 crew, en route from 
Saigon to Cebu, was granted a supplemental bill of health. On 
account of plague being present in Saigon the crew were kept on 
board while in port and the vessel will be fumigated at Cebu upon 
the discharge of the cargo. 

Quarantine transactions of the Service in the Philippine Islands, month of 

April, 1907. 

PORT OF MANILA. 

Bills of health issued 358 

Vessels inspected 353 

Passengers on arriving vessels inspected 8,761 

Persons vaccinated 230 

Crew on arriving vessels inspected 10, 757 

Persons bathed and effects disinfected 1,364 

Vessel disinfected 1 

Steamers partially disinfected 8 

Vessels fumigated to exterminate vermin 18 

Pieces of baggage disinfected 1, 855 

Pieces of baggage inspected and passed 204 

Vessels sailing without quarantine inspected and passed 6 
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Steamship disinfected 1 

Crew on vessels inspected 443 

Passengers on vessels inspected 909 

Crew bathed and effects disinfected 164 

Passengers bathed and effects disinfected 745 

Pieces of baggage disinfected 2,207 

Pieces of baggage inspected and passed 1,461 

Pieces of miscellaneous cargo certified 50,722 

PORT OF ILOILO. 

Bills of health issued 8 

Vessels inspected 114 

Passengers on arriving vessels inspected 856 

Crew on arriving vessels inspected 2,612 

Persons vaccinated 11 

port or. CEBU. 

Bills of health issued 10 

Vessels inspected 155 

Passengers on arriving vessels inspected 1,656 

Crew on arriving vessels inspected 3,745 

Persons bathed and effects disinfected 111 

Vessels partially disinfected 1 

Pieces of baggage disinfected 148 

Pieces of baggage inspected and passed 17 

PORT OF CAVITE. 

Bills of health issued 3 

Vessels inspected 4 

Crew on arriving vessels inspected 1,832 

PORT OF OLONGAPO. 

Vessels inspected 1 

Crew on arriving steamers inspected 969 

PORT OF ZAMBOANGA. 

Vessels inspected 3 

Passengers on arriving vessels inspected 76 

Crew on arriving vessels inspected 150 

PORT OF JOLO. 

No transactions. 

PORTO RICO. 

Report from Ponce — Transactions of Service. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Ferrer-Torres reports, July 1, through 
Chief Quarantine Officer Foster : 

Month of June, 1907. 

Vessels inspected 9 

Vessels in quarantine 4 

Passengers inspected : 

Incoming 131 

In transit 531 

Passengers in quarantine 28 

Immigrants inspected 18 

Crews inspected 438 

Bills of health issued 23 



